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HOPKINS TOWNSHIP REMINISCENCES Lalito /

WRITTEN BY WILLIS D. PARMELEE, FEB., 1956

I wonder if the young people of today ever stop to consider the hardships that
ouwr forefathers endured when they lef't their friends end homes to venture into the
vast unknown with their ox teams and cowred wagons, or whatever means of travel
that might be awvailable, and to select a plot of land, all covered with vast forests,
that was best suited to what was their idea of meking a homs for themselves and
their family.

There were meany things to consider in meking e choice of location. Some might
have thought of the possibility of having water for their stook and for household
purposes, others for the possibility of having water power for running their mills,
others seemed to pick a spot on higher ground so that there would be better drainage,
but none seemed to pick the low land and swamps.

Some time ago I was talking with a man that came to Michigan in the early days
and he said he eould have bought the land just west of Hopkins, now owned by MNrs.
John Zylma for $1.,50 per acre, but it looked then like a vast sweamp, so he went
west and south and located on higher grownd.

One of my unoles, Janes Parmelee, from Twinsburg, Ohio, when he came to Michigenm
located on one of the high hills in it son Township, near Big leke. later he dise
posed of that and located at "Ohio Cormers" later known as the Otis Parmelee farm,
where so many of the peopls from Chio were locating, which wes e wonderf{ully good
move for him and his descendants.

Another uncle of mine came to Michigan with the idea that there would be a vile
lage at the center of each township, as was the case back in Ohio, so he came through
the woods to the center of Hopkins, and there he found that it was so low and swampy
that there would never be a village there, so he started north from the center of
Hookins township through the woods, crossed the Rabbit River on a log, and located 1=1/2
miles north of the center, and known as the William Parmelee farm, later as the

Mason Parmelee farme.
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The First settlor 1n the township weas Jobusbthan Olin Zounds end he settled on
the ferm now owned by . end ¥rs. Lesley ¥ise. This evidently wes & c¢ase whers e
rood water supply wasg to be had, as thers is & nice strsan of webey rumniag through
farm and flows from sows of the lakes in ¥Waebtson Townshlp,

« Pouvnds would

As bthers wos no fesd mill or flour mill near by at thet time,
go to Kalmmazoo with $he on teaw to get {low and feed. This wmeant & trip of 4 days
aad § pights eway from home. This left Mrse Hounds alose with the chilaren for this

leneth of time and she would st up & stick coross-ways of the door wo show thet the
] 3 o

wore friendly with the Indiansj ¥hen during the nighlt scwetimes the Indiens would
oome Ln snd get warn by the fireplace while the mother and children were in bed,
and whien they had warmed thewmgelves by the fireplsce, they would go oub end on thelr
ways These children of the lownds femily were Ulive Houads who later warrled Hre

L)

Banfield, and & brother, dopkins Hounds,

Iyman Atwatery anotheor sister married My Wine
who died young and wos the Fir st desth in Bopldineg Towaship, and affer whom the towne
ship was ngmeds. This informetion was sziven to me by Mrs. lde Abwater Yarumelee, n

srand daughder of Johnathen D1in Rounds.
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Among other sarly setblers wers ' Iaperson who sebiled near the Houads

ung Brastus Congdong Sre, father of Trastus fongdon, Jre., and Albert Umgdon.

Soon there came the need of a flour and grist mill in tiwz eomaunity, as

was 20 othsr powsr aveileble and gasoline and eleotric power was not knowsn of at

that time; the only power thet was possible ag

watasr powers This

LGk bors bending togsther and building o dewm soross the

areel eask of the J. U, Hounds farm and wildl rase from there westward along

.

g and bhan over a waber whssl Just scuth of MHopkinge

the high baanlk for nesrly 8
Lo}

burg, where thers they budlt a griet will, ran by water powsr and opersted by &

chmond s Hre Aichmond algo bullt snd opersted a etore on the Ne Be vorner of

fopltinshurg. This store was luter operated by Frani

whiming, wlso by Hoderlck
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HeRinnon. The mill burned down abouwt 1885 snd the shore burmed many vesvs later,.
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The villase of Hopkingburg hs

g tinshop and hardware stors, s shios shop,
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several doctors, mmory whom wars Dre. Fox, Dre Derling, Dr. Peters, Jre Lafayetie

Staek, fsther of D 4 Stuel of Allspan, . &0 i

The Barg also beasted of Losrd sidewslhs, om of s
1/2 mile , aoross the creek north of the first Conpgregational Chuwrol ground. There
ware 2 blacksnlth shops, one owned by Geo. Lings whe did gensrsl work sad horsew

shioeing o The other shop wee gwned by Hobert B

zell and son, ¥erl, aund 4Zd general
work and built wagons, both heavy and light, and bobweglelghs, also heaey and light.
Cn the faeva now owned by Yard Thowss, formerly owned by Slevan Carver, wag &
simall spring cresk whers Stevan's father diverted the water %E‘zmz.z;s_gh 2 small mille
race and over & owsl

tor wheel for power 0 run a turming lathe o menuinsturs sap

ackets bulld of plne lumboer and hoopsd with wooden hoopse My fafhsre bought two

hundred of thees buckets and most of thewm are sbtill In uwse, the woden hoopy all
arg replaced with metal hoops, eud ingide of buckets paisted white.
Among obher esrly ssttlsrs in the 1880 to 18380 poricd was Hemmn "hilte, who

loseted on 80 asraes worth of fhe Burp, now owoeed by Araold Hosse. On this place

he bullt a log cebin, and in 8% he had o home mads table, snd chalirs made of slabs

£

of wood with holss bored in them sand stloks stuck In them for logs. Une evening

Fe

g owent to crll on a nelghbor, Er. Gugklirk, and while there they says to

s

Heman, "ihy don' you get married?™ and he repiled, "No ous will lave ms, ” aud

Hiss Jane Buskirk replied, "I will have youyTand later Wiey were married. They
wallked sight miles %o faylend, bought & washbtub sud other things to keep house with,
and cerried them home in the tub between thom.

On the west end of tThe

rite B0 acres wers iags of weater sud the herds ol desyp

&

would come thers {or weter, and one could ghoot a deer thwre most esny tiss they

wewrbad one, so thoey hed pleanty of wenisom in those sarly devs.

Then & litsle laster, Hr. Al cmaa from Uhic to

i i

Ny ite 's place looking

¢

for b prospective plece to settie, an

e

dndte sald, L have a place ploied out
for you, snd they went to the bask end of the Wniis 80 nores mnd ¥y. Lene took up

o White swys to Ere levs,; "How righd

the Yhite B0 acreg. Then



ovar across the cresk is & young lady, Hiss Andrews, thet would be s rood wife for

ous™  And later they were marvied. Both the Vhites and Lanse lived o celabrate
¥

their BOth Weddlng Armnivarsaries with their cehildren.

Hopking Durg was quite a prosperous 1ittle villase up until 1889 when the Lake
Shore and Michizen Southera Hellway went through, then “bopking Station® was a 1o pm
ping plece on the railrcad and then tha Hoffmesters sud Buoks pietied land there,
and Hopking Village began to materizlize.

For soms time the locomotives wers fueled with wood, and northe £ Hosking eboud
1-1/? miles, on the corner near the Spahn farm, was o siding snd & wood yard where
the trains would stop snd refuel. Feo-le would cut and deliver wood %o the yard
in the winter time; smong others were Kendall Belrd whe delivered wood there at
that tise, slso Joseph Correll who lived on the cormer where the wod yard was at
thet time.

Hre Gorrell wes a Civil Var Veteren and was one of the bleckaniths in the early
days of Hopkins. He wag rather frail for meny years snd whon he passed away an
autepsy showed that he had carrisd s sliver of & bullet in the well of his heart
from the time that he wee in the army.

The wost tnberesting story of & plonser sseking o .laaatz‘.m}, o deke up a claim
wuns related to me by a Mr. Hauwk. His grandsen, inger Kimoey, was cow tegter hore
in Allogan County some years mgo, sud through him we becwne acguainted with r. Sauwk
and vislted at his place hear Ludington, on what is now 31, and owas & Desutiful
fruit ferme 1 asked him how he cams o sebtile there and he seid he came from the
fast to Orand Rapids in the fall of the year, and in the spring he started cut on
foot to look Hyr & place to locate. e went north throuph what now is Cedillac and
on to Grend Traverse, then from there westwsrd %o the lekeshors and down through
Ludington. Twelve or fiftsen mil as. soubh of Iudington he cane Lo & tract of land
guite high and rolling, acd covered with hard wood timber. This looked good to
him snd he walked to the Capitol snd took ur the claime

Fow & few of my boyhood reecllections. Mr. Willism farmelss was tle first cue
to own & sile in Mopkineg Township. This wae a square silo buillt inside of his barn.
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To £111 this he used & cut box with a cerrier attached to elsvate the out corn into
the silo. This mechine was run by o sweep horse power, which wes run by 3 tesm (six)
of horses that went round and round, and from this power wes & bumbling rod with a
balt whesl oun the end of it and belbed vo the out boxe When I was 12 years old I
would stay out of school and drive the horses on the horse power. For this I
received 756 oents per day. Leter he ussd a § horse tread powar for seversl years,
whieh did not need a driver, just relieve the brekes snd the horses had to go.

This they used for a few years and then changsd to a gasoline engine.

A event thet we would look forwerd to wae & trip to the Allegmn Fair. e
would steet from home sbouvt §130 A. M and arrive at the feir grounds, 156 miles,
about 11 A. K., have & basket dinnér é@ noont, and start homs aboub & F. ¥., and by
the time we gobt home the horses were tirved anough, snd so were wa.

drnother time there wWas @ big show in Allepen snd owr perents took us to ses the
parade. At thet time there was a covered bridpe, all of wood, scross the river
where the new one was bullt in 1908 to replace the iron Lridge wiich served for more
them 60 ysarse %hen the elephants in the parade ceme %o the old wooden bridge,
they felt of 1t & little, they would not cross it, buot instesd they went through
the river and while in the weter they wanted to stop and play for o while. We saw
the yarade bub did not see the show as that, with & & or 4 houwr trip homs, would

make us too late home for the chores that hed 4o ba done.



