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-Counesy ol Tom Seelig

Gottlieb HOFFMASTER

Gottlieb Hoffmaster (nd Hofmeister) was born in the town of Fellbach (population approximately 700),
Kingdom of Wiirttemberg, Germany. When he was eight years old in 1817, the family immigrated to the
United States, landed at Philadelphia, Pa., and initially settled in Lan-
caster Co., Pa. In 1823 Gottlieb's family settled in Poland Twp., Ohio, in

what is now known as Mahoning County
[formerly Columbiana County]. Gottlieb
was a weaver by trade and later became a
shoemaker. (His occupation was listed as
shoemaker in the 1850 census of Mahonins
County.)

Some time before 1833 while living in
Poland Tbp., Ohio, Gottlieb married Susan-
nah Eichholtz/Eholtz. Little else is now
known about Susannah. Gottlieb and Su-
sannah's children were born in what is now Gottlieb Hoffmasterrr

known as Mahoning Co., Ohio.

In the fall of 1854, Gottlieb migrated
to Hopkins Twp., Allegan Co., Mich.,
and purchased 80 acres (the east halfof
the same quarter John purchased in

Gottl ieb Hoffmaster, 84,
and his great-grandson,
Peter Nicolai, c. ' t889o

-Counesy of Tom Seelig

Susannah Eichholtzo 1854) next to the 160 acres his brother
John owned. (The Village of Hopkins

now stands on the lands they purchased.) Gottlieb lived in John's log
cabin while he built his own.

Gottlieb remained on the old home farm until the death of his wife
when he was more than 70 years old. After the death of [Susannah],
Gottlieb lived west of Hopkins with Mrs. John Nicolai (his daughter,
Susanna). He remained in the household of his daughter for 20 years
until his death. He had sold his farm to his sons, John and Philip, and
they platted five acres of the land known as Gottlieb Hoffmaster's Ad-
dition to the Village of Hopkins. He was buried in the cemetery at St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Hopkins Twp., Mich. (The name inscribed on his tombstone is Gottlib.)

-Excerpted from Hoffmaster, Nicolai and Mast Families
of Michigan by Tom and Donna Seelig, pp. 10-12

NAME
Gottlieb Hoffmaster

BORN DIED CHILDREN Pagc
3 Anr 1809 21 Mar 1903* Emmaline Hoffmaster 26

m. Susannah Eichholtz/Eholtz 3 Jun 1810 on;o 17 Jun 1878* Johannes "Philio" "
(Merried 30 May 1833 Mahoning Co.,
formerly Columbiana Co., Ohio)

aHopkins, Allegan Co., Mich.

Peter "
Johannes "
Jonathon a.4</a John " 28
Susanna C. "
Sarah "
Isaac Patterson "

26
27
28

29
30
30

Emmaline Hoffmaster 30 Dec 1833x c. 1833

Johannes "Philip" Hoffmaster 9 Mav 1835* 6 Oct 1909 Bessie A. Hoffmaster
m. Amanda Baker 8 Mar 1851** 27 Mar 1879/

(Married 4 Mar 1877 Allegan Co., Mich.) b. Maplewood Cemetery

lAmanda's parents: Harvey N. Baker & Catherine Schufelt]

I [Minetta], then a small child, recall him as "lJncle Phil ip," who was old and blind when he l ived with
us for a time in Monroe. Mich.

-Excerpted fromThe Family of John and Susanna Nicolai, 1834-1974, by Minetta Nicolai

30

-26 -



I-
-a

T
rl--tr_
-r

T-
-,r
-=ilr_
-

T-
-rr_
EFr_
E-ar_
F

Ir_
IFr_fr
f_
-r-r_
7

f
-

Peter Hoffmaster
m. (1) Levina Armelia Blodgett

(2) Helen M. Magown
(Married 14 Aug 1865)

(Married 14 Feb 1861 Battle Creek, Calhoun Co., Mich.)

28 Oct 1837x 31 Dec 19011
3 Mar 1837 N.Y.24 Jul 1864f

8 Jul 1841/ 30 Oct 1905
Battle Creek. Calhoun Co.. Mich.

.i p Orelius "Rill" J. Hoffmaster
f L OUetius "Will" M. "- 

Ellen A. "

30
30
32

Peter Hoffmaster was born Oct. 28,1837, and died at Battle Creek Dec. 31, 1901. He was one of the
builders of business and civic leaders of Battle Creek, and to the generation that knew him and his work,
a review of his career is hardly necessary. None of the citizens of the last century deserve a higher place in
the history of Battle Creek, and to the present generation his life and
services have an intrinsic value and interest.

In business the chief monument to his enterprise is the establish-
ment at l7-19-21Main Street West, known throughout this vicinity as
P. Hoffmaster Sons Co. Limited. With considerable mercantile experi-
ence but small capital, Mr. Hoffmaster came to Battle Creek in 1872 and
with Charles Austin as a partner established the first exclusive dry-
goods store in the town. A place of beginning and the stock was not re-
markable in quantity or variety. But the personalities behind it gave the
business the impetus of a growing concern and in a short time. theit

Irade was of a reliable and profitable character. Half of the store room
at 21 Main Street provided the first quarters for expansion, and it is
noteworthy that this was the first double store in Battle Creek. Both the
partners had sons whom they desired to take into partnership' Mr.
Hoffmaster's buying the other's share in the business at that location.
He then started his sons as clerks and made their promotion depend on
the capability of their performances.

Up to the time of his death, Mr. Hoffmaster was the creating and
energizing spirit of this enterprise, and the business policy which he in-
augurated has always been maintained througlt tlte changrng condi'

Peter Hoffmasterp

;i',:tis o{ma'.ier-n crau'e. A lbrenrost, merchant, he was also identified with other affairs in his city. He was a
director of the Merchants Savings Bank, was a trustee of Kalamazoo College, and was vice president of
the Wequetonsing Resort Association at Traverse Bay, where he had a beautiful summer home in which
during his latter years he spent two or three months each year.

Peter Hoffmaster was born in Poland Twp., Mahoning Co., Ohio, a son of Gottlieb and Susannah
(EichohztDhdtz) Hoffmaster. The famil-r'. w-hich came llom Ge:"manj'ear/1- in the tlasc cencury, was estab-
lished in Lancaster Co., Pa., in 181?, by George Frederick Hoffmaster, the grandfather; Gottlieb, the fa-
ther, was born at Fellbach, Wurternberg, April 3, 1809, and was eight years oid at the time of the
emigration. In 1823 the family removed to Mahoning Co. [formerly Columbiana Co.], where he glew to
maturity. In 1832 lGottliebl married Susannah Eicholtz/Eholtz, and they continued to reside in Mahoning
Co. for 22 years.In 1854 they came to Allegan Co., Mich., settling at Hopkins. Here the wife passeci away
on June 1?, t8?8. Gott i ieb Hoffmaster attained a great age. At his death. which ocerrrred in Al loorn
6 - .  r \ ,  \ . .  - . ,
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Peter Hoffmaster
m. (1) Levina Armelia Blodeett

(2) Helen M. Magown
(Married 14 Aug 1865)

(Married 14 Feb 1861 Battle Creek. Calhoun Co.. Mich.)

28 Oct 1837* 31 Dec 19011
3 Mar 1837 N.Y.24 Jul 1864f

8 Jul 1841/ 30 Oct 1905
Battle Creek. Calhoun Co.. Mich.

.5 J- Orelius "Rill" J. Hoffmaster

.3 L Obelius "Will" M. "Fr 
Ellen A. "

30
30
32

Peter Hoffmaster was born Oct. 28,1837, and died at Battle Creek Dec. 31, 1901. He was one of the
builders of business and civic leaders of Battle Creek, and to the generation that knew him and his work,
a review of his career is hardly necessary. None of the citizens of the last century deserve a higher place in
the history of Battle Creek, and to the present generation his life and
services have an intrinsic value and interest.

In business the chief monument to his enterprise is the establish-
ment at t7-19-21Main Street West, known throughout this vicinity as
P. Hoffmaster Sons Co. Limited. With considerable mercantile experi-
ence but small capital, Mr. Hoffrnaster came to Battle Creek in 1872 and
with Charles Austin as a partner established the first exclusive dry-
goods store in the town. A place of beginning and the stock was not re-
markable in quantity or variety. But the personalities behind it gave the
business the impetus of a growing concern and in a short time, their
trade was of a reliable and profitable character. Half of the store room
at 21 Main Street provided the first quarters for expansion, and it is
noteworthy that this was the first double store in Battle Creek. Both the
partners had sons whom they desired to take into partnership, Mr.
Hoffmaster's buying the other's share in the business at that location.
He bhen started his sons as clerks and made their promotion depend on
the capability of their performances.

Up to the time of his death, Mr. Hoffmaster was the creating and
energizing spirit of this enterprise, and the business policy which he in-
augurated has always been maintained through the changing condi-
tions of modern trade. A foremost merchant, he was also identified with other affairs in his city. He was a
director of the Merchants Savings Bank, was a trustee of Kalamazoo College, and was vice president of
the Wequetonsing Resort Association at Traverse Bay, where he had a beautiful summer home in which
during his Iatter years he spent two or three months each year.

Peter Hoffmaster was born in Poland Twp., Mahoning Co., Ohio, a son of Gottlieb and Susannah
(Eicholtz/Eholtz) Hoffmaster. The family, which came from Germany early in the last century, was estab-
lished in Lancaster Co., Pa., in 1817, by George Frederick Hoffmaster, the grandfather; Gottlieb, the fa-
ther, was born at Fellbach, Wurtemberg, April 3, 1809, and was eight years old at the time of the
emigration. In 1823 the family removed to Mahoning Co. [formerly Columbiana Co.], where he grew to
maturity. In 1832 [Gottlieb] married Susannah Eicholtz/Eholtz, and they continued to reside in Mahoning
Co. for 22 years.In 1854 they came to Allegan Co., Mich., settling at Hopkins. Here the wife passed away
on June 17, 1878. Gottlieb Hoffmaster attained a great age. At his death, which occurred in Allegan
County, March 21, 1903, he was very nearly 94 years old.

The third in a family of seven, Peter Hoffmaster spent his youth on the home farm and received a fair
common school education. A fondness for reading was one of the sources from which he received not only
practical benefit in business but also the breadth of view which enabled him to look upon the world with
the vision of its greatness and sympathetic judgment of its defects. Having worked at home until he was of
age, he then determined to begin a career in business. At Wayland in Ailegan County, he obtained employ-
ment in a hotel, and the two years there gave him much valuable experience. In 1859 he became clerk in
a dry-goods house of Kalamazoo, and nine years as an employee gave him the proficiency which he dis-
played afterward in independent management. With the senior partner of the store in which he had been
employed, he then established a new store at Kalamazoo and did a successful business until his removal to
Battle Creek in 1872.

For many years, Mr. Hoffmaster was a member of the Baptist Church, served as trustee and deacon
and gave liberally for its support. His personal morality was as marked as his piety. He never used tobacco
or liquor in any form, and temperate habits were an integral part of his character. His interest in young
men led him to many acts of helpfulness. At Kalamazoo he was one of the enthusiastic supporters of the
Young Men's Christian Association, of which he was a charter member, and he also aided in the organiza-
tion of the association at Battle Creek.

Peter Hotfmasterrr
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Mr. Hoffmaster was married, Feb.
master married Miss Helen McGown.
Elsie (Dauel) McGown.

14, 1861, to Miss Lavina Blodgett. . . . On Aug. 14, 1865, Mr. Hoff-
She was born in Battle Creek and was a daughter of Edward and

-Excerpted from History of Calhoun County, Mich., Vol. II,l9l3

Johannes Hoffmaster 18 Jun 1839* Springfield Twp., Mahoning Co. (formerly Columbiana Co.), Ohio

Jonathan a/k/a John Hoffmaster 28 Apr 1843x 24 Nov 1920*x
m. (1) Julia A. Baker 13 Mar 1843*x 16 Mar 1882/

(Married 6 Feb 1871 Plainwell, Allegan Co., Mich.) b. Maplewood Cem.
fJulia's parents: Harvey N. Baker & Catherine Schufeit]

(2) Sarah Anna Harel 8 Mar 1844 17 Feb 1920**
(Married 20 Feb 1883 Grand Rapids, Kent Co., Mich.)

Bessie Hoffmaster
Claud Burns "
Grace "Floy" "

32
32
32

Ray G.

John Hoffmaster [signature: Hofmaster], "born in Mahoning Co.,
Ohio, aged 21 years, and by occupation a farmer," enlisted Aug. 20,
1864, in Kalamazoo and signed his'Volunteer Enlistment" papers in
Hopkins, Mich., on Aug. 27, 1864, to serve one year in Company C,
13th Mich. Infantry, and paid a "bounty" of $33-V3. Pvt. Hoffmaster's
physical description varied from "brown eyes, black hair" to "black
eyes, brown hair," depending on who was describing him at the time.
He stood 5'10-I/2'tall. He was discharged June 8, 1865, and mus-
tered out July 25, 1865. His Declaration for an Original Invalid Pen-
sion states on Dec 27. 1888. that while he was stationed at Lookout
Mountain, Tenn., in the fall of 1864, "he contracted diarrhea which
became chronic which has resulted [in] piles. Also contracted disease
of lungs and bronchitis about May 1, 1865, near Richmond, Va., from
marching in a severe rainstorm and from lying on the wet ground.
NI [iUegible] his clothes became perfectly saturated with water; [he]
took a severe cold, which resulted in severe cough and disease of
lungs and bronchitis [signature: Hoffmaster]."

-Extructed from copies of original Ciuil War documents /pmc

The name of Hoffmaster is inseparably associated with the history of Hopkins, its development and
upbuilding . . . having laid out four different additions to the city and
done much to improve them. A native of Mahoning Co., Ohio, he was
born near Youngstown on April 28, 1843, and in 1854 accompanied
his parents on their removal from the Buckeye State to Allegan
County. . . .

John Hoffmaster was 11 years of age when he came to Allegan
County. He assisted in the arduous task of clearing and developing
the new farm and also at an early age worked out for wages, which
went to the support of the family. Attaining his majority, he and his
brother Philip purchased 80 acres of land which was owned by his
u n c l e J o h n . . .

John Hoffmaster of this review was identified with business inter-
ests in Allegan County until 1864, when he put aside all personal
considerations and enlisted for service in the Civil War, becoming a
recruit of Company C, 13th Michigan Volunteer Infantry. He joined
the regiment at Lookout Mountain and later went with Sherman on
the Atlanta campaign and on to Savannah and to the sea.. Subse-
quently, he participated in the Carolina campaign and continued on
the march to Washington. He was in active service with his company
from the time of his enlistment until the close of the war and participated in the battle at Bentonville,
N.C., and was in the grand review in the capital city-the most celebrated military pageant ever seen on
the western hemisphere.

Uohn Hoffmaster attested on March 19, 1915, to the Dept. of Interior, Bureau of Pensions, that "My present wife's lSarah Anna Hare] former

husband was Seymour Countryman married Sept. 7, 1865, divorced Sept. 4, 1867, at Montello, Marquette Co., Wis."
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Returning to his home, Mr. Hoffmaster joined his brother Philip in a partnership, which was continued
for about 30 years, or until 1894, and throughout this period they were engaged in general agricultural
pursuits and brought their land under a high state of cultivation. In 1869 the Lake Shore Railroad was
built and in7874 they sold 11 acres from the southwest corner of their 8O-acre tract to S. A. Buck, who
platted the original town site. In 1876 the brothers platted the John Ho{Imaster Addition, comprising about
8 acres from the south end of the 80-acre tract, including the site of the old home. Since that time John
Hoffmaster has platted two more additions, the second in 1897 of 7 acres, and a third in 1905, comprising
9 acres, this making four additions in all to the town platted by Mr. Hoffmaster of this review and covering
about 29 acres. He has erected a handsome residence on the site of the old home of his uncle John and has
built other dwellings for rent. His son now operates the home farm.

In 1871 Mr. Hoffmaster was united in marriage to Miss Julia A. Baker, a daughter of Harvey Baker,
one of the pioneer residents of Hopkins . . . Mrs. Hoffmaster was born in Hopkins Township in 1843. This
marriage has been blessed with a son and daughter: Claud B., who now operates his father's farm, and
Floy G., who became the wife of John McKinnon and died three months later, at the age of 30 years. Mrs.
Hoffmaster passed away in 1882 after a happy married life of 11 years. A year later Mr. Hoffmaster was
married to Miss Sarah A. Hare, of Allegan, where she was engaged in nursing. Their only child died in
infancy.

In his political views, Mr. Hoffmaster is a stalwart Republican. . . . Both he and his wife are members
of the Congregational Church, and he is identified with Briggs Post No. 80, G.A.R. and the National Pro-
tective Legion. He has tried to encourage enterprises for the good of the town and has served as supervisor
h e r e . . .  .

Susanna C. Hoffmaster
m. John Nicolai

(Married 3 Jul 1864)

30 Oct 1845* 31 Mar Ig22x*
26 Sep 1834/ 2 Jan 1918**/

Germany cerebral apoplexy

Franklin B. Nicolai
Anna Mathilda "
Edward Carl "
William "Bill" Frederick
John Herman "
Albert Hosea "
Martha Amanda "
Lydia Judith./Ida Lydia
Rose "Susie" Susanna
Peter "

-Extracted from A Twentieth Century History of Allegan County, Michigan, 1907

[From St. Paul Lutheran Church's baptismal records I found that

of these Nicolai children, Edward Carl was baptized Karl Edward,

William Frederick WiIheIm Friedrich and John Herman Johannes Hermann./pmcl

J J

J.f

33
.).1

34
35
J O

35
.1.)

35

Bacx aow: Wilhelm "Bil l" Fried-
rich Nicolai, Martha Amanda

Nicolai, Johannes "John"
Hermann Nicolai, Karl Edward

Nicolai, Lydia Judith Nicolai,
Franklin "Frank" B. Nicolai,

Albert Hosea Nicolai and Anna
Mathifda Nicolai Fnour now:
John Nicolai. Rose "Susie"

Susanna Nicolai, Peter Nicolai
and Susanna C. (Hoffmaster)

Nicolai. c. 1893tr

SusawNe HorrlrlsrnR
[John and Susanna Nicolai] settled in Monterey Township, [Allegan Co.,] Mich., about 5 miles from

Hopkins Township. [Their] 10 children lwere] all born in Monterey Township.
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-Cour16sy ot Tom Saehg
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Will and Rill were in ill health at the time and went into semi-retirement, but shortly after selling the
store they started the city's first taxi service, headquartered on McCamly Street near the Michigan Cen-
tral Railroad Co. tracks.

Even after so many years in business together, Rill and WiIl remained close, and when Will became
bedridden in 1929, Rill would stop by his home each evening to visit.

One evening when Rill was not feeling well himself, he called a doctor, who told him to go home and go
to bed. He did as ordered and died that night.

Louise's husband, Goddie Phillipps, had the responsibility to tell Will of Rill's death. When Phillipps
got to Will's bedside, the twin spoke first.

"Rill died last night," he said.

"How did you know?" Phillipps asked.

"I knew because he didn't come to see me last night," Will replied.

Will refused to eat thereafter and complained that he had nothing to live for. Three months later, Will
died.

-(pape1a1na," Enquirer and News, Battle Creek, Mich., Sunday, Sept. 18, 1977

Ellen A. Hoffmaster 20 Jul 1864 9 Aug 1864 *Kalamazoo, Mich.

r.-r_
-r_

Bessie Hoffmaster 20 Jan 1872 3 Feb 1872 b. Maplewood Cemetery: cholera

Claud Burns Hoffrnaster 6 Apr 1873 9 Sep 1953 Helen "Gertrude" Hoffmaster 35
m. Cora Miller t9 Oct 1874/ 18 Jan 1968/ John Preston " 37

(Married 20 Sep 1899 Monterey, Van Buren Allegan, Allegan Marjory Katherine " 37
Allegan Co., Mich.) co., Mich. co., Mich. Floy G. " 37

Mona C. "  37
[Cora's parents: Wi]liam H. Miller & Helen M. Hendersonl Robert William " 37

Roger Sherman " 37

C. B. Hoffmaster, potato shipper, walked into one of the stores one cold day last week, with a market
basket on his arm, and asked for a "peck o' potatoes." Struck us kind of funny, and that is why we are
telling about it. Claud will have to put a bigger load into his cellar another season.

-The Hopkins Booster, F eb. 22, 1923

C. B. Hoffmaster was editor of the last Congregational Herald and did a good job. His daughters fur-
nished the cover, which we might say was a beautiful piece of work.

-The Hopkins Booster, April 5, 1923

C. B. Hoffmaster is driving a new Studebaker car.
-"Boosteretles," The Hopkins Booster, May 3, 1923

C. B. Hoffmaster & W. H. Watkins were in Chicago several days last week on business.
-"Boosterettes." The Hopkins Booster, Jan. 10, 1924

Hopkins Station, Allegan Co., Mich.

Grace "Floy" Hoffmaster 7 Mar 18751 19 Apr 1905x
m. John D. McKinnon c. 1866 X-

(Murried 17 Jan 1905 Allegan Co., Mich.)
[John's parents: Margaret M. Forrest and Roderick McKinnon]

McKrmloN Bnornrns

The firm of McKinnon Brothers, composed of John D. and
Will J. McKinnon, has for 10 years handled practically all of the
stock shipped from Hopkins, in which connection they are well-
known business men, controlling a trade that brings to them a
good annual income. Both are natives of Barry County, Mich.,
and came to Allegan County in 1878.
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-Couftesy ol Patsy (McKinnon) Hills

John McKinnon and "Floy" Hoffmaster*

- 32 -



Reared under the parental roof and educated in the public schools, [the brothers] joined forces in a
business partnership, which for 10 years has made them the leading stock dealers of this part of the county.
For a decade they have handled and shipped stock at Hopkins, buying and selling horses, cattle, sheep
and hogs. They buy stock which they place upon their farm and when in fit condition make shipments.
They ship from one to five carloads ofhogs each week and often a carload ofcattle. Their business has
given farmers a regular market, so that at any time they can sell. During a year the firm pays out about
$75,000 for stock. They make Hopkins their central point of shipment and in addition to their operations
here they also own and conduct a farm of 180 acres. Their attention, however, is principally given to the
purchase and sale of stock. Their land is a part of the old Hoffmaster farm. It adjoints the corporation
limits and a part of it has been platted, whereon each of the brothers has erected a home. They are also
agents for the International Harvester Company, which connection has been maintained for four years.

Both brothers have been married. John wedded Floy G. Hoffmaster, who died three months later. Wil-
liam wedded Mary Hull, and they have four children-Kenneth, Ethel, Forrest and Keith.

-Extracted fromA Twentieth Century History of Allegan County, Michigan,1907
*erisypales

Ray G. Hoffmaster 8 Jan 1884 24 Sep 1884 b. Maplewood Cemetery; chest infection
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Franklin B. Nicolai

Anna Mathilda Nicolai
m. Fred Richard Maskey/lVliiske

(Married 28 Nou 1888 Allegan)

Edward Carl Nicolai
m. (1) Auguste Knuth

(Married 25 Apr 1895
St. Paul Lutheran, Hopkins

27 Apr 1867x 17 Apr 1945
7 Feb 1861/ 7 Apr 1942

Allegan, Mich.

Fred Gustav MaskeylVliiske
Susan Anna "
Albert Wilhelm "
Lucille L. "
Viola H. "
Bernice L. "

Ida "Edith" Louise Nicolai
Ruth Elizabeth
Velma Emma
Frieda Wilhelmina
Evelyn Burnice Albertha "
Marion Viola
Edwin "Eddie" Carl
Minnie Caroline

Hulda Martha Christina Nicolai
Ileta Metha "
Cleo Anna Helena
Theodore "Ted" William "
Robert "Barney" John "

2 Apr 1865* 15 Apr 1932 b. St. PauI Lutheran Cem., Hopkins Twp.; sarcoma

38
38
38
J d

38
38

28 Aug 1869*
18 Feb 1875/

Germany

Twp., Mich.)

30 Jun 1945
24May 1928/

chronic paren-

chymatous nephritis

38
38
38
38
38
38
38
39

(2) Laura (Knobloch) Morris 3 Oct 1876 27 Oct 1963
(Married 24 Feb 1935 St. Paul Lutheran,
Hopkins Twp., Allegan Co., Mich.)

William "Bill" Frederick Nicolai 23 Dec 1871x 11
m. (1) Emma Josephine Lohmolder 27 Apr 1876 11

(Married 17 Oct 1894)
(2) Elizabeth"Lizzie" Ann Schwarz 30 Nov 78771 5 Jun 1960

(Married 12 Apr 1899 Monterey, Hessen, Germany
Allegan Co., Mich.)

[Laura's parents: Char]es Knobloch & Louisa M. Tiefenthall

Oct 1949
May 1896

39
39
39
39
39

Wu.r,IAu ttBlr.r tt Fnrnnnrcx Nrcor.er
William F. Nicolai, whose intense and well-directed activity has led to the upbuilding of one of the lead-

ingbusiness concerns of Hopkins, has extended the scope of his labors and is now dealingin flour, feed,
grain and hay, and operating the elevator at this point. He is one of the native sons of the county, having
been born in Monterey Township on Dec. 23,1877.

William F. Nicolai spent the days of his boyhood and youth upon the old homestead, and, after acquir-
ing his education, engaged upon his business career as a clerk, spending seven or eight years in the em-
ploy of W. H. Dendel in his store in Hopkins.

He then started his present business four years ago, opening simply a warehouse with machinery. That
was destroyed by fire on Feb. 2, 1905, causing a loss of nearly $1,000, but, with characteristic energy, Mr.
Nicolai at once began rebuilding and erected a cement structure 30 x 60 feet and two stories in height,
with new and improved feed machinery and elevator with a 28-hp gas engine. He has about $4,000 in-
vested in this plant.
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He handles grain quite extensively, shipping 30.000 bushels of wheat in 1905. He also makes that much
grain, which is made into feed for the local trade. He does an annual business of $a0,000, and his trade is
constantly growing. He has been very successful since starting out
on his own accoun!, and, although he suffered through the fire, he
has steadily advanced in his business life and is now in control of a
profitable enterprise.

NIr. Nicolai rvas married in 1895 to Emma Lohnolder (slc), who
died a year and a half later in 1897. In 1899 llr. Nicolai was mar-
ried to Lissie (slc) Schwartz, who was born in Germany, and they
have three children, Hulda, Leta and Cleo.

In his politicai views, Mr. Nicolai is a stahvart Democrat but
without aspiration for office. Fraternally, he is connected rvith the
National Protective Legion. He has made a creditable record dur-
ing his connection with the business interests of Hopkins, display-
ing enterprise and keen discernment, rvhereby he is abie bo

.Coudesy ol Tam Seetq

Hannah Mast  and
Rev.  John Nicola i l r

overcome difficulties and obstacies and make steady progress on the high road to success.
-Extracted from " Hopkins Happenings,"

by Rosemary QvlcKinnon) Hitt,The Wayland Globe, Sept. 30, 1975

John Herman Nicolai 31 Oct 1873'k 15 NIar 1941 Miiton Alfred Nicolai 39
m. (1) Hannah Christina Mast 5 Jul 1873 25 Mar 19201 Esther Susannah Beata " 39

(Married 22 Feb 1898 Astoria, Clatsop Co., Oreg.) pulmonary Nlinetta Ernestina Bertha " 39
t t tbercuLosis Linda Carol ine " 40

DorisNlartha " 40
Palma Sophia " 40
Acness Anne " 40

(2) Anna Augusta (Filter) Kreuger 19 Aug 1880/ 21 May 1959
(Married 10 Dec 1922) Gerntany

JonN HrnmeN Nrcor-u
John Herman Nicolai was born in Nlonterey Twp., Allegan Co., Mich. [He] grew up on the Nicolai farm

in Nlonterey Township near Hopkins Viilage [and] attended church at the German Lutheran Church (now
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church) in Hopkins lTownship]. When John was 18 lin 1891], the pastor-
ate of the church was entrusted to Candidate Carl Binhammer.

[After ordination] Rev. Carl Binhammer was pastor of the church until Oct. 8, 1895. During lthis pe-
riodl he had a profound impact upon John. (On NIay 3, 1892, Rev. Binhammer married Emma Sophia Mast,
the daughter of Gottlob Mast of Ann Arbor, Nlich. Through Rev. Binhammer and his wife Emma, John
[Nicolai] met Emma's sister, Hannah Christina IVIast.) It was Rev. Binhammer's influence that led John to
enter the Saginarv Theological Seminary at Saginaw, Mich.

John entered the seminary with his boyhood friend, Otto Eckert from Allegan, NIich. (Otto and John
were two of the three graduates of the seminary's first graduating class in 1897.) After graduation John
went to Astoria, Oreg., to do missionary work. While there he sent for Hannah Mast land married] . (It is
believed that Hannah's sister, Clara Mast, encouraged Hannah to make the trip to Astoria to marry John.)

After 18 months of missionary work in Astoria, John accepled a call to the Lutheran Church at Harvel.
Ill. Daughter, Esther, was born [there].In October 1900 John moved to Nlonroe, Mich., where he accepted
a call to St. Paul Lutheran Church in Nlonroe Township. While in Nlonroe, four daughters were born. From
June 1909 until NIay 1914, John rvas pastor of St. John's Lutheran Church in Riga, Mich. Daughter,
Agness, was born lthere]. As a parent John was a stern disciplinarian but fair in judgment.

John then became pastor of St. Stephen's Lutheran Church in Adrian, Nlich. He remained lthere] for
27 years until the time of his death, the result of a heart attack. [After his wife, Hannah, died in 1920,] in
1922 John married the widow, Anna Augusta (Filter) Krueger.

John was a highly principled man. He fought for those things which he believed to be right. His ideas
were considered to be ahead of his time. During his tenure as pastor of Sb. Stephen's in Adrian, the church
phased out the German language. By 1926 the minutes of church meetings were recorded in English. On
)Iarch 27,1927, the congregarion dedicated a new church building at Center and Toledo Streets with both
English and German sermons conducted in the same service. In 1936 Pastor Nicolai unsuccessfully asked
the pastoral conference if it would be permissible for St. Stephen's to grant the right to vote to women. By
1941 services were conducted every Sunday in English and only once a month in German.

Q A- d = _



Mary Agatha

BORN
30 Apr 1812x
18 Dec 1798/

Adams Co., Pa.

HOFFMASTER

DIED
22 Apr 1901xx
7 Nov 1856/

Monterey, Mich.;

b. PopLar Hill Cern,

CHILDREN
Mary A. Noggle
Abraham '

Sophia n

Susanna "Susan" A.
John '

George Frederick "
Sarah B. D

Christianna 'Annie"

Elizabeth n

Absolom '

Nellie n

Theodore J. "
W. Henry '

FrankL. n

.-

'..'".q

-l

-

NAME
Mary Agatha Hoffmasterr
m. John Noggle

*Fellbach, Germany
x*Hopkins, ALIegan Co., Mich.; b. Poplar Hill Cernetery,

Monterey Twp., Allegan Co., Mich.; chronic bronchitis

Page
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Mary A. Noggle

Abraham Noggle
m. Magdalena "Maggie" -

Susanna "Susan" A. Noggle
m. Durkee Calkins Ingerson

John Noggle

George Frederick Noggle
m. Harriet "Hattie" Buck

c. 1832t X-

24Dec 1834+ 20 Jan 1923**
Jun 1837f 25 Mar 1926/*x

"senile debiLitv"

14 Dec 1838* 20 Jan 19211
25 Jun 1830/ 2 Jul 19031

14 Dec 78421 17 Oct 1928
c.1850 uicn. X-

Mary I. Noggle
Ella L. "
Charles "Charlie" Theodore "

54
54
54

Sophia Noggle 1 Jan 1837* 3 Aug 1906** John H.
m. Henry Sebright 9 Jun 1832 12 Sep 1915x* Cora A.

(Married 26 Jan 1857 Allegan, Allegan Co., Mich., Da.niel Bush, Min.)

Sebright 55
55

(Ma,rried 27 Nou 1857 Monterey Twp., Monkton Ridge, Addison Co., Vt.
Allegan Co., Mich.,by E. D. Granger, J.P.)

[Durkee's parents: Ira Ingerson & Sarah Bidwell]

Harry Raymond Ingerson
Ira Burdette "
Sarah "Agnes" "
Seymour Lee "
Mary Edna "

55
55
55
55
55

Durkee taught school in Wayland, Mich., in 1853. He was a justice of the peace and Civil War veteran.
-Karon (Hoffmaster) Dunifin

X-

Edith "Ethel" Noggle 55

(Married 3 Mar 1867 Hopkins, Allegan Co.,
Mich., by D. C. Ingerson, J.P.)

HOPKINS, Sept.8-Here are two survivors of the
famous 128 who made the capture of JeffDavis dur-
ing the Civil War, hale and hearty. They are John
Wlilliaml Linsley,'?/eft, of this place and George Nog-
gles (slc), right, of Tustin. Both were members of
Company L, 4th Mich Cavalry. There has been con-
siderable discussion as to who was the last survivor,
but so far this statement cannot be made.

-From an undated local newsPaper

tWas Mary rhe second wife of John Noggle?
zJohn W. fLinsley], or Billy as he was called, lost his arms and was
blinded in one eye and deaf in one ear [from an accident while] load-
ing o cannon at a lth of JuIy celebration in 1876. This happened just

east of and across the highway from . . . Maplewood [Cemetery].
-History of Hopkins TownshiP,

Compiled in 1952 by Lena B. Martin, p. 8

- 52 -

TffOSUR S.CAFTONSOTr r: - "ffi- DJiT/rF bF 
-c-rvn- 

wAR



t -
r--'-r
l-_
r
r
r_
r........-r_
l-..-

t-_
l-.-r_
r-r_
l-r_
rtr_
r-1r_
r-lr_
r|

f
7lr_
rl

l.-
fi

l_
rl

I_
71

I_
rlr=
-l

Sarah B. Noggle c. 1844*
m. Albert Renick c. 1843

(Married 1 Oct 1865 Allegan, Allegan Co., Mich.)

Christianna "Annie" Noggle c. 1846i
m. James W. Granger c.1847

(Mqrried 16 Dec 1866 Trowbridge Twp., Allegan Co., Mich., by John B. Allen, J.P.)

x 4 children

Elizabeth Noggle
m. John Albert Sherborne

Absolom Noggle
m. Margaret "Ella" Armstrong

(Married 30 Oct 1875)

Nellie Noggle
m. David Kennedy

Theodore J. Noggle
m. Lois E. Burgess
[Lois's parents: Henry Burgess & Ruth Moote]

W. Henry Noggle
m. Hattie Deffendorf

(Married 6 Apr 1893)

X

10 Oct 1848 14 Feb 1920
X

10 Aug 1850 May 1934f1
2 Apr 1853 X_

X
X

Roy L. Noggle
Faye "
Rex Armstrong
Nlax "

55
55
55
55

Absolom Noggle built a small pulpit and handcarved a cross
and the words Rock of Ages on it for the Hopkins Community
Reformed Church, which can still be found there today.

-Dmc

OerruARv
Absolom Noggle, 83, former resident of Allegan, died Mon-

day at the home of his son, Rex Noggle of Ann Arbor. Surviving
are the son, one granddaughter and one grandson. Funeral at 2
p.u. Wednesday at Gorden's Funeral Residence in Allegan.
Burial in Oakwood Cemetery [Allegani under Masonic auspices.

-From an undated newspaper

Handwritten comments from reuerse of photo at right: Roy
[was] killed in an airplane accident in California after World
War I. He was an airplane photographer in Hawaii. Absolom
was Grandmother Hoffmaster's half-brother [and] Grandpa's
nephew.

Lerr ro nrcrn Absolom Noggle, Estella (Payne)
Noggle, Roy Noggle, Ella (Armstrong) Noggle and
Roy's son (Halford?), sitt ing on Absolom's knee*

tr%
B'*
&.,
s

l e

c .  1918
X

9 Jan 1855t 23 Dec 1925
c. 1865 Canada c.19251

uterine cancer

Mary Ruth Noggle
Dorothy " b. 22 .luL 19od

19 Jan 1860
27 Aug 1863

X
c .

Esta May Noggle D O

1934

OerruARv
Mrs. Hattie Noggle, aged 71, the wife of W. H. Noggle, passed away Friday afternoon at her home on

Cascade Road. Besides her husband she is survived by one daughter, Mrs. Esta Rice, one grandson and
four sisters. Funeral services wil l be held at 10:30 Monday morning at the residence and at the Commu-
nity Church at Hopkins at 2:30 Monday afternoon. Interment in Maplewood Cemetery at Hopkins.

-From an undated Local newspaper



The Family and Residence of
W. Henry Noggle, Hopkins Station,

Allegan Co., Mich., c. 1897n

The Noggle & Gordon
general store, Hopkins
Station, Mich., c. 1900ir

Frank L. Noggle
m. Lulu R. Gates

(Mclrried 24 May 1888)

25 Apr 1862 X_
8 Mar 1870 Mrcn. c. 1963

Millie M. Noggie

iohio +Neu springfi.eld, Mahoning co., ohio a*b. popla, Hiil cem., Monterey Twp., Allegan co., Mich.
tb. Maplewood cem., Hopkins Twp., Allegan co., Mich. ltb. oakwood. cern., Allegan, Allegan co., Mich.

Dr)

Mary I. Noggle c. 1860 9 Jui 1860xx

Ella L' Noggle 11 Oct 1864* 7 Sep 1900 Fu neral from Congregational Church, Hophins Station**
m' William "Harq/ Henry Buskirk 6 Jun 1865 4 Mar 7943 City General Hospttal, Grand, Rapid.s, Kent Co., Mich.

(Married 30 Apr 1896 Grand Rapids, Kent Co., Mich.)

Charles "Charlie" Theodore Noggle 17 Mar 1862 5 May 1gb2x*
m' Susie E. Hudson c. 1873/ 11 May 1894/ [susie's parents: James G. Hudson & Frances v. l

(Married 11 Mar 1893 Allegan Co., Mich.) sterLing, N.Y. AIIegan, Allegan co., Mich.; "consumption of bowels.

Invitations are out announcing the marriage of Miss Susie E. Hudson, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. E. W.
Pickett of this village [and James G. Hudson] to Mr. Charles Theodore Noggle oiHopkins at the residence
of the bride's parents Wed. evening next.

-The Saturday Globe, Wayland, Mich., March 4, 1gg3

54



Jakobi alWa Jacob HOFFMASTER

Jacob Hoffmaster, twin to John Hoffmaster, born in Lancaster Co., Pa., died in Monterey TWp., Allegan
Co., Mich., and buried in St. Paul Lutheran Church Cemetery, is listed in the 1850 Census for Poland
Township, Mahoning Co., Ohio, as the head of household 1053 and his occupation laborer. Also listed are
Mariah Wise (sic), Jacob's wife, and Elizabeth and Rebecca, Jacob's two daughters. In the household with
them were James White [WeiB, German for "white"], 70, and possibly Mariah's father; Barbara White, b8;
and George White, 36, a weaver by trade. (It is likely the census taker mistook the name Wise for Weiss,
German for white.)

Jake Hoffmaster came to Michigan and settled on what came to be known as the Emanuel Hoffmaster
farm in Monterey Township. He came by boat to Detroit and by stage and team to Kalamazoo and Hop-
kins.

NAME
Jacob Hoffmaster
m. Mariah Wrissler? Wise

xMonterey, Allegan Co., Mich.; stroke of tlrc brain

BORN
3 Dec 1817
5 Feb 1817/
Lancaster Co., Pa.

DIED
5 Feb 1865
30 Sep 1887x

CHILDREN Pase
Elizabeth Hoffmaster
Rebecca '

Jacob M. '

Emanuel n

Laura '

Samuel '

Fannie '

E N
J I
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5 7
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58
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Elizabeth Hoffmaster

Rebecca Hoffmaster

Jacob M. Hoffmaster

Emanuel Hoffmaster
m. Nellie B. Defendorf

(Married 3 Apr 1881
AIIegan Co., Mich.)

c.  1846

Feb 1851

9 Sep 1852** 30 Aug 1935***
20 Jul 1858 uicn. c. 1950/

Leon Elwood Hoffmaster
l l l 'C lare N.  ". t r I

iL Carroll Vorn
Gladies Mara

19 Oct 1864*b. St. Paul Lutheran Cern., Hophins Twp., Mich.

14 Nov 1861*b. St. Paul Lutheran Cem.,Hopkins Tup., Mich.

19 Dec 1856 Qnfancy?)

Pine Plains Twp., Lawton, Van Buren

Co., Mich.

59
59
60
60

[Nelli"'. parents: Nelson Defendorf (1825-1898) and Mary ]

Fonunn HopxrNsrrn Menxs 88rn Ynen (1946)

A family party was held Sunday by Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Weaver, of Lawton, honoring the 88th birth-
day of the latter's mother, Mrs. Nellie B. Hoffmaster. Guests included Mrs. Hoffmaster's twin sons, Carroll
and wife of Hanover, and Clare of Kalamazoo; a
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Iva Hoffmaster of Hopkins,
and three grandsons, Lyle Hoffmaster and wife of
Allegan, Elwood Hoffmaster and wife of Hopkins,
and Clare R. Weaver of Lawton, formerly of the
Army Air Corps and now a student at Western
Michigan College, Kalamazoo. Another grandson,
Nelson C. Hoffmaster, a pharmacist mate s/c, is
stationed at Great Lakes but could not be present
at the gathering.

Mrs. Nellie Hoffmaster was born in Grand Rap-
ids July 20, 1858, and until her 19th birthday lived
in Rochester, N.Y. Returning to Michigan, she re-
sided in Allegan County until 11 years ago, follow-
ing the death of her husband, when she came to
Lawton to make her home with her daughter, Mrs.
Raymond (Gladies) Weaver and husband. Before
her marriage, Mrs. Hoffmaster taught school. She is an active woman for her age; her hearing and eye-
sight are good and she walks regularly to church and frequently makes trips downtown on various errands.

-Taken from Laura (Wamhoffl Hoffmaster's scrapboohs

Emanuel & Nell ie (Defendorf) Hotfmasterr

o

l

o

o

- 5 7
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Another sad incident to a Hopkins cit izen must be recorded. NIr. & NIrs. Emanuel Hoffmaster were
visit ing their son, Carroll and family of Hanover, its being NIr. Hoffmaster's habit in the twitight hour to
go for a rvalk. The path he had taken this time led across the railroad. Because of his age, his sight and
hearing rvere both impaired. and he failed to notice the approaching train which kil led him instantly. Haci
he l ived 10 days longer, he would ha', 'e been 83. His birthplace was New Springfield, Ohio. When one year
old, his parents moved to the farm one miie rvest of Hopkins where he l ived continuously unti l about 18
years ago, when he and NIrs. Hoffmaster moved into the vil lage. He was married April 27, 1881, to Nell ie
Defendorf of Nli l l  Grove. Four children, Leon who lives on the home farm, Carroll V. of Hanover and Clare
N. of Athens (twins), and Mrs. Raymond Weaver of Larvton, rvere born of this union, and all have grown to
usefui manhood and womanhood. There are four grandchildren. NIr. & NIrs. Holfmaster's golden wedding
anniversary was celebrated in the Community Church four years ago. Mrs. Katherine Kanelly, who is from
Aprii to September older than Emanuel Hoffmaster, is the daughter of Joseph Hoffmaster, Emanuel was
the son of Jacob, and Wesley is a son of John Hoffmaster. (Jacob and John were twins.) Their father,
George, came from Germany, and lhere are man.v descendants of this branch of the family near Hopkins.

-Taken from Laura (Wamhoffl Hoffmaster's scrapboolzs

o
o

o

d

t
o

-

o

Srauone, L. ro R., Leon Hoffmaster, Emanuel Hoffmaster, Clare Hoffmaster, Nell ie (Defendorf) Hoffmaster, lva
(Weaver) Hoffmaster, Carroll Hoffmaster, lsabel (Squire) Hoffmaster, Lyle Hoffmaster, Gladies (Hoffmaster)
Weaver. Sn:,ruc, L. ro R., Elwood Hoffmaster, Nelson Hoffmaster, Clare Weaver.tr.

Laura HoffmasLer
m. George D.  Gaski i l

Samuel Hoffmaster

Fannie Hoffmaster
'(Ilonterey 

Twp., ALlegan Co., Mich.; "Feuer" epidemic
'r'rHanouer, 

I(ich.;b. Poplar HiIl Cem., ALlegan Co., ilIich.
)3**Ve., 

Springfietd, I[ahoning Co., Ohio

Gracie May Gaskill
William Henry "
Lee Walton "

9 Nov 1861*b. St. Paul Lutheran Cent.,  Hopkins Ttup., Mich

t )  i ,  eD rdDo

c. 1856

c. 1864

60
60
60
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Leon Elwood Hoffmaster
m. Iva Weaver

t ,  ,
l l va ' s  pa ren t s :  Edmond  Woave r  and  \ l a11  C

-Counesy ol Karon (Hot'fmaslet) Dunlin

lva (Weaver) & Leon Hoffmastern.

13 May 1942't'.l'
16 Dec 1962/

Brarlenton, FIa.;

b. illapleu'ood Cem., Hophins Ttt'p., ALIegan Co., il[ich.; stomoclt cancer

6 Feb 1884'"
14 Apr 1890j

L a u g n l l n l

Elwood Raymond Hoffmaster
Lyle E.

60
60

BanN D,ul,r.cE NEAR $5,000
LrcHrNrNc Sconrs Drnscr Hrr oN h,rrp BanN Tunsoay Nlcsr

The barn on a farm olvned by NIrs. Ada Il i ff, Hopkins, was com-
pletely destroyed when a fire late Tuesday night, which was started
when a bolt of l ightning scored a
direct hit, went undiscovered
until i t was out of control. With
the exception of one heifer calf,
all the stock saved from the
burning structure. Damage to
the building and crops which
were stored in  i t  was est imated
at  more than $5,000.

The bolt struck at approxi-
mately  11:30 and was not  d iscov-
ered by members of the Leon
Hoffmaster family unti l i t had
reached a point  where contro l  was impossib le.  Residents said the
barn, one of the largest in the vicinity, was equipped with l ightning
arrestors. The buildins is located on what is known as the Calkins
farm.

Hopkins Fire Department was called to the scene, but the fire had
long been out of control when the trucks arrived. The Department
maintained a stream of water on nearby buildings to protect them.
In the excitement of the fire, neighbors who had led the stock out of
the blazing building let them go and the terrorized animals ran away.

-The Hopkins Booster (date unknown)

The twins: Clare, left, & Carroll Hoffmaster, righbt

o

c
f,

c

o
:

Krcxrn BY A HoRSE
Leon Hoffmaster, a farmer l iving one mile west of Hopkins, was kicked by a horse on Friday of last

week. No bones were broken, but the misfortune wil l incapacitate him for sometime. He has been having
more than his share of i l l  luck this season. -The Hopkins Booster (date unknown)

OsrruARv
HOPKINS-Leon Elwood Hoffmaster, 58, died Wednesday night at Allegan Health Center after a short

i l lness. A native of Monterey Township, Mr. Hoffmaster had lived most of his l i fe in Hopkins. Surviving
are the widow, Iva; two sons, Elwood Raymond and Lyle E.;his mother, Mrs. Nell ie (Defendorfl Hoffmas-
ter of Lawton; two brothers, Clare of Kal amazoo and Carroll of Hanover; and a sister, NIrs. Gladies Weaver
of Lawton. Funeral services wil l be held at 2 p.rt. Sat-
urday at the Klinesteker Funeral Home in Hopkins.
Burial wil l be in Maplewood Cemeterv.

-Tahen from Loura (Wamhoffl

H o ffnta st e r's scrap b oo ks

Clare N. Hoffmaster 5 Dec 1889* c. 1964 Allegan;
(Never married.) b. u /parents Poplar

HiLl Cttnt.

Clare Hoffmaster of Centerville was with his par-
ents on Christmas.
-"Boosterettes," The Hopkins Booster, Dec. 28, 1922

59

Couftesy ol Karon (Hoffmaster) Duntlin
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John S. HOFFMASTER

John Hoffmaster was born in Lancaster Co., Pa. He and his wife, Racheal, born in Springfield T*p.,
Mahoning Co., Ohio, made their first home in Ohio on the Pennsylvania state line, living part of the time
in Pennsylvania. John was a shoemaker by trade but later took up farming with his brothers. The first
four children were born in the Ohio home.

In the spring of 1854, the family moved to Hopkins Township, Allegan Co., Mich., going by train to
Kalamazoo and then by stage and ox team to Hopkins. They stayed a few weeks with John's twin brother,
Jacob, who had come to Michigan the year before.

John bought 160 heavily timbered acres: theE l/2, SE 1/4, Section 19 and the W 1/2, SW U4, Section 20
of Hopkins Township.

John built a log house at once, and the family moved into their new home around May 10, 1854. (This
log house was built on the site known as the William Nicolai home or the John Hoffmaster home in the
Village of Hopkins.) The last three children were born in this home.

The family's nearest neighbors were their uncle Jacob Hoffmaster and Amos Krug, a farmer who lived
about a mile west through the woods. There were no roads at that time-only a wagon trail through the
woods.

In the fall of 1854, John's brother, Gottlieb Hoffmaster, came to Michigan and bought the E 80 acres of
John's farm-or properly speaking: "forest land"-and built a house about one-third of a mile east of John's.

Soon, other neighbors moved into the area: Hack Pierce on the B0 acres west of John's and Ransom
Durkee's on the place known as the Henry Schaeffer farm. At that time, there was no road east or west on
the section line-only a trail through the woods, and there was no bridge over Bear Creek.

The Hoffmaster children received their first schooling in Michigan at District School No. 4located on
the NW corner of Section 20. (At one time, the school was about 80 percent Hoffmasters.)

In the spring of 1865, John Hoffmaster sold his home and farm to his nephew, John Hoffmaster, the
son of Gottlieb Hoffmaster, and bought Edgar Allen's 120-acre farm in Section 35, Hopkins T\vp. His clos-
est neighbors were his uncle Durkee [Calkinsi Ingerson [who married Susanna "Susan" A. Nogglel, Frank
Hickock, the Brewers and Bilderbecks.
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NAME
John S. Hoffmaster
m. Racheal H. NoggleA{agel

(Mqrried 10 Apr 1845)

[Racheal's parents: Johannes Nagel & Sarah Mauen]
* Lancaster County, Pa.
x6Springfield Twp., Mahoning Co., Ohio

BORN DIED
3 Dec 1817* 3 Nov 1895
10 Sep 1824** 26 May 1908

CHILDREN
Reuben Hoffmaster
Lovina "
Albert James "
Martha Elizabeth "
Sophia Amelia "
Isaiah "
Wesley John "

Page
64
64
65
65
65
65
65

Reuben Hoffmaster 8 Jan 1846 19 Feb 1865 Jachson, Jachson Co., Mich.; buried St. Paul's Cem

Reuben Hoffmaster, age 19, a farmer born in Mahoning, Ohio, according to the Volunteer Enlistment document
he signed ("Hofmaster"), enlisted at Jackson, Jackson County, Mich., unassigned, in the 13th Michigan Volunteer
Infantry, Company H, on Feb. 7, 1865, for one year. He was mustered in on Feb. 8, 1865. Pvt. Hoffmaster died
Feb. 19, 1865, of "pneumonia typhoidez" in the Post Hospital, Jackson, Mich., after having served in the Civil War
for 11 days! Reuben had a "fair" complexion, blue eyes, black hair and stood 5'6" tall. The inventory of his personal
belongings shows that his father, John ("Hofmaster"), took possession of t hat, 1 cap, 1 great coat, 1 uniform coat,
1 blouse, 1 pr. trowsers (slc), 2 pr. cotton drawers, 2 flannel shirts, 1 pr. boots, 2 pr. socks and 1 blanket on Feb. 22,
1865.

-Excerpted from copies of original Ciuil War documents

Lovina Hoffmaster
m. Leander Abraham Hoke

4 Dec 1849 ohio 2O Dec 1875
29 Sep 18471 27 Mar 1928/

Alta Alida Hoke
Schuyler "

66
66

(Murried 7 Oct 1868 Allegan Co., Mich.) RichLand Co., ohio otsego, Mich

lleander's parents: Nathaniel Hoke c. 1815 & Maria Dosch 1813-1872]

- 6 4 -
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Albert James Hoffmaster
m. (1)  Adel ia  A.  Mason

30 Jan 1852 ohio 22 Nov 1915
27 Jun \854 onio 15 Aus' 1885

31 Aug 1916

15 Apr 1856 8 May 1913
28 Aug 1859/ 21 May 1939
KaLamazo<t,  Kalamazoo Co.,  Mich.

8 Jul 1858 20 Nov 1873/
Hop ki ns, All.e gon C o., LI i c lt.' i""

(Married 10 Dec 1876 Wayland, Allegan Co., Mich.)

Lee Hoffmaster
Wyatt "
Vida ')

Burr "

66
6 7
6 i
6 7

(2) Evelyn "Abbie" E. Ashley c. 1871 ALLesan
(Married 13 Jun 1891Allegan Co., Mich.)

lAbbie's parents: Orville Ashley & I

Sophia Amelia Hoffmaster
m. William J. Grotemut

(Married 12 Mar 1889)

Lefa
Elfa M.
Albert

68
68
68

I

Martha Elizabeth Hoffmaster 7 Nov 1.853 pa. 2 Mar 1934'r' Bertha Rowe
m. Alexander "Alex" Hurd Rowe 2 May 1851/ 23 Mar 19411 Leona B. "

(Married 17 Mar 1876 Watson Tup., ALLegan Co., lr l ich. Ralph
Allegan Co., Mich.) ALLegan Co., Mich. Clark W. "

[Alex's parents: Will iam W. G. Rorve & A]ice Barberol Maud Sophia "

68
68
68
68
68

Wilheimina H. Grotemut 69
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Eighty-four years ago, two handmade baby dresses received first prize at
Aliegan's county fair. This year, they emerged from an attic storage place,
rvhere they had been carefully tucked away for nearly a century, to capture
another first place ribbon.

One dress was made by NIiss Sophia Hoffmaster of Hopkins in 1884. The rvork
on the dress is exceptionally fine and the lace is hand-knit. It was entered in
the Allegan County Fair the same year, where it won a blue ribbon . . . . Imme-
diately after, Miss Hoffmaster gave the dress to her sister, Mrs. Alexander
lMartha Eiizabeth Hoffmaster] Rowe of Hopkins, to whom five children were
born, so it came to good use; though it was, of course, only worn on the finer
occasions. One of the children, Mrs. Randall lMaud Sophia rurie Rowe] Barrett
of Allegan, now has the dress and offered it to the 1967 Allegan County Fair
for showing.

-Extracted from an undated 1967 ALlegan Courtty l{eus & Gazette

Isaiah Hoffmaster

Wesley John Hoffmaster
m. Rel ia  E.  Ross

(Mctrried 2 JuL 1881)

[Rel la 's  parents:  Wi l l iam Ross &

Ctocxwrse FRIM ropi Roxie. Arl ien.
Mason and Carl Hoffmasterl .

23 Aug 1860
22 Jan 1863

\'Iatilda I

8 Nov 1943:r;i:;r:
12 Feb 1934

Roxie Hoffmaster
Carl Ross
Arlien
Mason W.
Tressa Frieda "

69
69
72
72

OstruARv
Wesley John Hoffmaster was born in a log cabin on the site of the Gorden

Funeral Home, Hopkins, Allegan Co., Mich. He lived most of his l i fe on a farm
three mi les southeast  of  lHopkins] ,  ret i r ing to h is  res idence in the Vi l lage
where he subsequently died. Wesley John was a charter member of the Hop-
kins Community Reformed Church, a member of the local Order of Nlasons and
a member and master of the Hopkins Grange.

OeIruA-ttv
Rella E. Hoffmaster, 71 years of age, passed arvay suddenly in the home of

her sister, Mrs. John King of Hopkins, Nlonday night. Funeral services are to
be held th is  (Thursday)  morning at  10:30 f rom the Communi ty  Church in
Hopkins with burial in Maplewood Cemetery at Ohio Corners. Arrangements

were made by Gorden [Funeral Home] . Surviving are the husband, Wesley J. Hoffmaster; trvo sons, Carl
- 6 5 -

Wesley and Rel la  (Ross)
Hoff masterrr
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Ruth (Baird) Hoffmaster, Carl Hotfmaster, Adah (Hodge) & Mont Baird, possibly c. 191 Sie

Ruth & Carl Hoffmaster, Adah (holding cat) & Mont Baird, possibly c. 1915la

That is what I've been leading up to with these six pages [of my letter]-your statement about Harold's
I'ather's driving stagecoach at Yellowstone! Carl Hoffmaster has always been an interesting figure to me.
I understand he was out here and worked for the Haven Seed Co. when I was born in 1912. Did you know
he drove teams down on the peatlands where the company leased land near Newport Bay? They had to put
wooden "shoes" on the horses' feet so they wouldn't sink into the soft peat.

-Letter from Sherley (Hoffmaster) Warner dated 1982

- i 0 -
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by Venila (Fisher) Hoffmaster

I'll never forget going to a one-room school (Hooker) where eight grades were taught. We walked to
school, and it was more than a mile on country roads.

The furnace sat in one corner and the water cooler in another. Part of the time, a couple of us students
had to go to the nearest house and carry a pail of water for the rest of the pupils. There was a pump on the
grounds, but it didn't work all the time. There were about 30 kids in the eight grades.

Discipline was to stay in during recess, part of the noon hour or after school. Depending on what we had
done, sometimes we'd have to write "I won't whisper anymore" 100 times before we could go home!

We played games outdoors when the weather was nice. When it was rainy or snowing, we stayed inside
and entertained ourselves with quiet games.

My first teacher was Mrs. Beatrice Stout, and the next year she married and my new teacher was Mrs.
Ubell. Second or third grade was Miss Ring. Then we moved near Alto and attended Morse Lake and had
a nice teacher, Mrs. Fairchild. I also had Esther Thaler and Ilah Warner. One year Olive Finkbeiner taught
us and then she married and became Mrs. Halloran. Then, for eighth grade, we were living in Lowell, so I
attended a city school. My teachers were Mrs. Berneice Smith, Mrs. Reynolds, Miss Dorothy Roth and Mr.
R. W. Finch, 1933-34.

I always liked school.

What Was the Grocem Store Lihe When You Were 70 Years OId?

i v".,ilu (Fisher) Hoffmaster

I'll never forget our grocery stores. They were small compared to the big supermarkets of today and
didn't have the selections either-just two or three brands of each item.

We didn't have any shopping carts because the store wasn't big.

When we ordered coffee, we told the man how to grind it and it went into the coffee sack.

My mom didn't get all the groceries and other stuff because she never drove a car. But Dad would have
to go to the feed mill after feed for the cows. Before we had a car, he would go with a team of horses and the
wagon. I liked to go with him because he would stop at Finkbeiner's little store, and I would get some candy.
My favorite was butterscotch suckers, and Dad would pick up a few groceries. We sometimes went on a
Saturday night, and there were a lot of people on the streets. We did a lot of visiting on the sidewalk or
street corners.

We could buy a loaf of bread for 13C, but my mom made and baked our bread. People took baskets of
eggs to the store and traded them for groceries during the Depression.

My folks traded mostly at the A&P store in Wayland. We had a big garden so we didn't buy any veg-
etables. Mom had a flock of chickens, and we had our own beef and pork so we had our own meat. This was
before refrigerators, so Mom canned the meat and always made a lot of ham and salt pork. They were put
in crocks with lard poured over them. When we butchered a hog, we made all the fat into lard. We could
tell when Mom made lard: she melted the fat and there was a peculiar odor to it.

My Growing Up Included a Country School .

- 80 -
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What Did You Most Enjoy Doing With Your Farnily
as You Were Growing Up?

by Venila (Fisher) Hoffmaster

I'll never forget when our family would go to the Ionia Free Fair when we lived in Lowell, Mich. I guess
I was 13 and just fascinated with everything there. I liked the animal and 4-H exhibits, the horse races
and the shows they put on in front of the grandstand. We usually took our dinner and sat on a blanket
when we ate it.

I didn't know what a vacation was since we never took off from farming. Our chores were to carry in
wood for two stoves. We also fed the chickens and got the eggs every day! When I was a little kid and the
woodshed sat behind the house, I guess I got curious about my mom's hens setting on eggs. (The hens get
so that they don't lay eggs but just get "broody," and that's when little chicks get started.) I had looked at
the eggs and saw that they had little holes in them, so I threw them on the floor. My mother told me that
these eggs were in the process of being hatched . . . It must have made a big impression on me because I
can remember this story just as if it happened yesterday!

In the summer we had a big garden to work in, and my brothers (Charles and Ellwood) would work
until Mom said it was time to go to the house. Dad also had a large pickle patch that we worked in. When
the cucumbers were ready, we had to help pick them.

I drove horses on the hay wagon, and my mom drove them on the hayforks that took the hay up into the
haymow. Another job I had was watching the cows where there were no fences. It was important to keep
them in a grassy field and out ofthe cornfieldl

We had popcorn real often and usually apples to eat in the evening.

I had a lot of fun growing up as I look back at those times.

What Was an Important Change You Haue
Seen in Your Lifetime?

by Venila (Fisher) Hoffmaster

Probably the single, most dramatic change I have witnessed has been in the area of electricity. It
changed how things were done and that has been really important.

I can remember when Mom cooked on a wood-burning range in winter and a kerosene stove in summer
The range heated the kitchen and two bedrooms, while a wood- or coal-burning stove, located in the living
room, heated the rest of the house and a small bedroom.

We cleaned with a carpet sweeper, broom, dust mop and dust cloth. The kitchen was cleaned with a
mop, water and cleaner.

We had no electric lights until I was in high school. We used the kind of lamp that had a flame on the
top end covered by a glass chimney and a wick in the kerosene. Lanterns were the lights outdoors.

There were no electric appliances such as can openers, razors, curling irons, washers, dryers or toast-
ers.

We had some music when my husband Harold's folks and grandparents got their Edison phonograph
that played wax cylinders. It needed to be cranked. We bought a new phonograph that played 78 rpm
records, but it, too, needed to be hand-cranked. Finally, electricity came through, and we had radio and
then television.

I can remember when my folks had to milk cows by hand, while others had Delco systems (a series of
batteries charged by a gas-powered motor that generated electric current).

The wind made the windmill pump water, and the water was piped into the house and other buildings.
Water was heated either on the stove in a boiler for wash water or in a reservoir for water that was part of
the range. Taking a Saturday night bath was accomplished in a washtub in front of the kitchen stove.
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What Did You Most Enjoy Doing With Your Family
as You Were Growing Up?

by Venila (Fisher) Hoffmaster

I'll never forget when our family would go to the Ionia Free Fair when we lived in Lowell, Mich. I guess
I was 13 and just fascinated with everybhing there. I liked the animal and 4-H exhibits, the horse races
and the shows they put on in front of the grandstand. We usually took our dinner and sat on a blanket
when we ate it.

I didn't know what a vacation was since we never took off from farming. Our chores were to carry in
wood for two stoves. We also fed the chickens and got the eggs every day! When I was a little kid and the
woodshed sat behind the house, I guess I got curious about my mom's hens setting on eggs. (The hens get
so that they don't lay eggs but just get "broody," and that's when little chicks get started.) I had looked at
the eggs and saw that they had little holes in them, so I threw them on the floor. My mother told me that
these eggs were in the process of being hatched . . . It must have made a big impression on me because I
can remember this story just as if it happened yesterday!

In the summer we had a big garden to work in, and my brothers (Charles and Ellwood) would work
until Mom said it was time to go to the house. Dad also had a large pickle patch that we worked in. When
the cucumbers were ready, we had to help pick them.

I drove horses on the hay wagon, and my mom drove them on the hayforks that took the hay up into the
haymow. Another job I had was watching the cows where there were no fences. It was important to keep
them in a grassy field and out ofthe cornfield!

We had popcorn real often and usually apples to eat in the evening.

I had a lot of fun growing up as I look back at those times.

What Was an Important Change You Haae
Seen in Your Lifetime?

by Venila (Fisher) Hoffmaster

Probably the single, most dramatic change I have witnessed has been in the area of electricity. It
changed how things were done and that has been really important.

I can remember when Mom cooked on a wood-burning range in winter and a kerosene stove in summer.
The range heated the kitchen and two bedrooms, while a wood- or coal-burning stove, located in the living
room, heated the rest of the house and a small bedroom.

We cleaned with a carpet sweeper, broom, dust mop and dust cloth. The kitchen was cleaned with a
mop, water and cleaner.

We had no electric lights until I was in high school. We used the kind of lamp that had a flame on the
top end covered by a glass chimney and a wick in the kerosene. Lanterns were the lights outdoors.

There were no electric appliances such as can openers, razors, curling irons, washers, dryers or toast-
ers.

We had some music when my husband Harold's folks and grandparents got their Edison phonograph
that played wax cylinders. It needed to be cranked. We bought a new phonograph that played 78 rpm
records, but it, too, needed to be hand-cranked. Finally, electricity came through, and we had radio and
then television.

I can remember when my folks had to milk cows by hand, while others had Delco systems (a series of
batteries charged by a gas-powered motor that generated electric current).

The wind made the windmill pump water, and the water was piped into the house and other buildings.
Water was heated either on the stove in a boiler for wash water or in a reservoir for water that was part of

the range. Taking a Saturday night bath was accomplished in a washtub in front of the kitchen stove.
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On Nov. 7, 1947, Harold Hoffinaster, 26, rvas
rushed to Buttenvorth, where it rvas found that he
had infant i le  para lys is .

Then he fell trying out a pair of crutches and
broke his hip. His doctor discovered tirat a cyst on the
hip bone had caused the fracture from a fall that oth-
envise would not have been serious.

Harold and his father work a 120-acre dairy farm
and gather an average of 300 gallons of sap each
spring from 800 maple trees.

His wife, Venila, visits him every day. He has two
sons, Robert J. 4, and Gary Orven 2.

-Taken from articles in scrapboolzs hept by
Lauro rWamh olfl Hoffmaster

SLr GaxrnlrroNs Curnr CENrnmvlrr, FARII Honrs

Mr. and NIrs. Harold Hoffmaster and sons, Rob-
ert and Gary, have received certif ication of their
Hopkins farm as a centenniai farm.

A centennial farm is one rvhich has been in con-
tinuous possession of the same farnily for 100 years
or more, must contain a minimum of 10 acres [andl
gross sales of $250. Only land and outbuildings is
(s i t '  t  in  quai i f i  cat ions.

Certif icates to owners are provided by the NIichi-
gan History Division of the Dept. of State. A perma-
nenl marker which the Hoffmasters have not
received as yet is provided by the Detroit Edison and
Consumers Power companies.

The original farm. whicir consisted of 80 acres,
was purchased by the Hoffnrastersl-great-grandfa-
ther, Robert H. Baird. in Janua/y 1881 from Wealthy
Nichols. He worked the farm, andthrough Lhe years
the land rvas passed from generation to generation

[whichl added more land and improvements. The
farm, now operated by Harold Hoffmaster and his
tlo sons, has 350 acres and an additional 100 acres

[are] rvorked on shares.

IIrs. Hoffmaster, the famiiy historian, gathered
interesting bits of history about the farm. She telis
the background like thrs:

"Robert H. Baird came to Nlichigan at the age of

Veni la  (F isher)  and Harold Hof fmaster ,  June 20,  1941rr

seven lvith his parents,_John.-A,. and Nlary lAtrvater] Baird, in 1856. Robert had been born in 1849 in
Trvinsburg, Summit Co., Ohio, where his folks settled as a pioneer family from Nlassachusetts in 1841.
The Baird family name was prominently known in early Allegan County and is interwoven in the history
of Hopkins. They settled on a farm trvo miles north of Hopkinsburg in 1856. They l ived in a log cabin near
many other families who came from Ohio to Nlichigan at this time. (The four corners north of Hopkinsburg
was called Ohio Corners because of this fact.)

"In 1871 Robert H. Baird married [Lizzie Fosseyl and bought the cenlennial BO-acre farm in 1881. The
large farm house had been built in 1875 as well other small farm buildings. In 1885, a large cattle barn

"vas 
built. This barn had a rvindmill on top and was used to grind fee. l lany years later the rvindmill was

taken dorvn and a new one put up betrveen the house and barn for pumping water. Each spring the maple
trees in the large woods were fapped. The Bairds made enough maple syrup and maple sugar for their

?

=r

Hoffmaster Farm. c. 1903tr

- 8 2
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Carl, Harold, Faye & Ruth (Baird)
Hoffmaster, July 16, 1930D

household use and were able to sell some. A son. Mont. was born in 1872 and
soon joined his father in farming with a team of horses. He also enjoyed driv-
ing a horse and buggy to make visits to their neighbors and relatives.

"Mont Baird married Adah Hodge in 1892 and they had a daughter, Ruth.
Wood was cut to warm the home, which took a lot of time besides the farming
and making of the syrup. In Mont's lifetime, horse-drawn vehicles were re-
placed with a car, a truck and a tractor.

"Ruth Baird married Carl Hoffmaster in 1915, and they farmed with her
parents. They increased the cow herd at this time and started their registered
Holstein herd by buying two calves. The farm still specializes in this herd. In
time they built a milk house where they cooled the milk cans in water. Later,
a milk cooler was added and a milker run with a gasoline engine to milk the
cows.

"The house was remodeled
soon after their children, Faye
and Harold, were born. Run-
ning water and a Delco plant

gave power for lights, and the windmill pumped the water.
Stiil later, they had the conveniences of electricity, a bath-
room and a water heater added.

"Harold, the present owner of the farm, helped with
chores, and one of his jobs as a growing boy was to keep the

Grandma, Gary, Harold & Robert
Hoffmaster at Grandma Baird's,

June 1958u

and they have many fond memories of their school days. All
eight grades were taught there, water was brought in from the
pump outside, and there was a recitation bench where each
class came to recite their lessons as the teacher called them
forward.

"After Harold was married to Venila Fisher in 1941, he be-
came a partner in a father-son partnership, and the herd of
milk cows was once again increased. Harold's father [Carl] had
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F bought 40 acres ofwoods and a

little til lable land and added
this to the 80 acres in 1933.
They built a large saphouse
and made more maple syrup,
which was sold on a locai scale
and throughout the United
States."

Robert and Gary Hoffmaster, sons of Harold and Venila, formed a part-
nership with their father and are the fifth generation to till these acres.

The dairy herd has been increased to 160 head of milk cows and approxi-
mately 80 young replacement cattle. The men raise their own crops for feed
for the stock. They have erected four huge silos where they store the hay-
iage, hrgh-moisture corn and corn silage used as feed. Modern equipment
premixes feed for the cattle as they are milked in milking parlors; coolers
and milking systems replaced the older methods.

The men have cleared the land of the woods, which also took the sugar
bush, and drained other land so it could be ti l led. Two more barns have been
buiit to house the cattle and five tractors, and other farm implements are
used to work the extra land.

li

&
Venila (Fisher), Harold, Gary

and Robert Hoffmaster at "Ohio
Corners" (Maplewood) Ceme-
tery across from their house,

May 30, 1953tr

Our barn fire and Wayland fire engine, 1962n

- 8 3 -



Joseph Friedrich HOFFMASTER

Joseph Hoffmaster came to Michigan in 1855. He moved by team and settled in a house on the George
Ley farm, buying the farm which was the 1/2 Sec. N 1/2 Sec. 19, Hopkins Township, at $4 an acre. Joseph
built his home on the west end of the land. In the family there were 12 children.

Part of the farm was given to Henry and Joseph, Jr. After the death of their mother, Emmeline, the
farm was sold to l l ichael Kaneallv. who married Katherine Hoffmaster.

NAME
Joseph Friedrich Hoffmaster
m. Emmeline Lamb

(Married 28 Dec 1830)

BORN DIED CHILDREN
20 Jan 1804'' 6 Oct 1872f Henry Hoffmaster
16 llar 1811/ 10 Aug 1880/t George F. '

Lancaster, Hopkins, Joseph Friedrich "

Lancaster Co., Pa. Allegan Co., Mich. Jo}irn 
'

Pagc
5
5
5
o

o

o

t)

6
6
o

6*Fettbach, Wiirttentberg, Gernnny ih. Mapleuood Cem., Hopkins Twp., Mich.

Elizabeth '

Mary A. n

Emme(a)line "
Jacob D

Susanna "Susan" C.
Uriah n

Katherine '
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Henry Hoffmaster
m. Lvdia Ann Rice

George F. Hoffmaster
m.

Joseph Friedrich Hoffmaster, Jr
m. Loverne Miller

(Married 24 Dec

11 Oct 1831 po. 28 Sep 1899x
15 Aus' 1833 Mv. 22 Nov 1923

7 OcL 1832 Pa. c. 1901

7 IIay 1834'}i ' 18 May 18701
c. 1844 25 Jan 1911

Rice Frederick Henry Hoffmaster 6
Joseph E. L. " 6
EdgarJ. L.  "  7
Emma L. " 7
Harriet "Hattie" P. " 7
George A. S. " 8
Charles A. B. " 8
Edith c. ' 8
Harvey Grant " 8

Foun Genenarroxs (cr-ocrvsE FRaM t-.): Harriet
"Hattie" (Hoffmaster) Hall, Ninah (Hall) Loew,
Lydia (Rice) Hoffmaster and Floyd Loewo

Henry G. Hoffmaster
Frank W. '

M1'rta B. b

Maud V. Hoffmaster

1865 Hoplzins, Allegart Co., Miclt., by D. C. Ingerson, J.P.)

On July 25,1862, Joseph fsignature: Hofmaster] executes his Volunteer Enlistment in Allegan for a
period of three years. He states he was born in Columbia, Pa., and 28 years old. In Company L,4th Regi-
ment, Michigan Cavalry's Company Descriptive Book, Joseph stood 5'5" tall, has a sandy complexion, grey
eyes, brown hair and is a clerk. He was promoted to corporal from wagoner April 15, 1863. He was wounded
in battie ("wound in left arm. also one in right hand nearly severing the gripe (sic) of his sabre and cutting
some of his fingers neariy off') June 27, 1863, at Shelblwille, Tenn.,left in the hospital at Murfreesboro,
Tenn., and promoted to sergeant. Late in 1864 Joseph is a "QMSgt." He is mustered out in Nashville, Tenn.,
on July 1, 1865, and paid a bounty of 525.75. On June 21,1902, in a General Affidavit, Avah Briggs and
Samuel H. Wilcox attest that "Joseph Hoffmaster was killed by the accidental discharge of a gun in Vil-
lage of Monterey, NIay 1870."

-E.rcerptcd from copies of original Ciuil War documents / pmc
'  r )  '
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Ninah Hal l  and Norman Loew at  the t ime
of  thei r  wedding in  Dec 19011

up too much that  Sunday to make h im s ick so long af ter-
wards.  I f  I  was in  your  p lace,  I  would st ick my a lgebra in  the
stove before I would sta,v longer than four o'clock to recite it.
Yes,  F lora,  as much as I  d is l ike l l r .  Cosner for  a schooi
teacher,  I  rvould rather  be there and go rv i th  you to school
than to stay in this place. I hated above ground. I think Prof
must be slower than molasses in January if he is that far be-
h ind every day.  Tel l  Johnnie I  sa id he must  be very good at
school  so he won' f  get  paddled.  I  have a new rv inter  coat .  and
m-v hat  is  just  as good as new. I  have i t  a l l  t r immed over
again. If the fair at Allegan was as nice as you say it rvas, it
must have taken quite a jump because it was about, the same
warmed over  whenever we went  there.

Papa and Nlama rvent on the excursion to Kalamazoo to
the fair and sa',v President NlcKinley, and my Uncle Charlie
sarv the President's rvife and he said she looked just l ike the
pictures of her. Did you say Isaac Bond had gone up North?
Oh, what  wi l l  Imogene do? She wi l l  get  love-s ick and d ie,
won' t  she? Yes,  we' ,vere wel l  acquainted wi th N{r .  A l len.  and
it is very sad about his wife. \\:hat rvii l  he do with tirose chii-
dren i f  she d ies? I  would not  care i f  Professor  d id shake me
up a dose for I am afraid if he did it rvould be a dose he rvould
have to take himself. You saJ/ ) 'ou don't suppose I ever rvrite
let ters rv i th  penci l .  Wel l ,  I  do.  I  have wr i t ten three tonighl
rv i th  iead penci l ,  so you see,  I  do af ter  a l l .  You te l l  A lnold the

next  t ime I  r ide wi th h im and dr ive,  I ' l l  spat ter  h im rv i th  mr-rd unt i l  he can' t  see.  Wel l ,  I  wi l l  have to c lose
for tonight and unti l next t ime for my headaches [are] (deliciously) hard.

Hoping lo  hear  f rom you soon,  I  remain your  o id chum and Sister . Love,  Ninah Hal l
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Bacx aow: Gfadys (Hal l )Walz,  Adah (Hal l )  Mi l ler ,  Addah (Hal l )  Preston,  Ar thur  Preston,  F loyd Mi l ler ,  Norman Loew. Mroorc
nor.rn Ninah (Hall) Loew, Murle (?) Preston, Hattie (Hoffmaster) Hall, Sylvester Hall, Floyd Loew. Faorur & taps: Lucil le
"Lucy"  (Loew) Parr ish,  Edi th (Loew) Schraeder,  Harr ie t  (Loew) Kamps,  L loyd Loew, Gert rude (Loew) Shuck,  c .  ' l  914. : r
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