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The dairy business began in a very small waye. BEach farm would have from 1 to
b or 6 cows, mostly for producing milk and butter for the femily, and butter to
take to the pgrocery store to pay, or help to pay, for the needed groceries for the
femily e

The milk was at first set in pans for from 24 to 36 hours, when the oreeam was
then removed with the hand skimmer, a piece of tin slightly hollowed and perforated
with holes to drain the milk through.

The oreem was kept a few days until enough wasgathered tomake enough to c¢hurn,
then this was placed in a dash churn, a rather tall jar with a wooden cowr with a
hole in the center for the handle of the dash towork through.

This dash was worked up and down, by hand, in the oream until it churned the
eream into butter, then the butter milk was drained off and made feed for the pigs
and calves, together with the skimmed milk that was left. Then the butter was
placed in a wooden bowl called the butter bowl and was rinsed with cold water to
remove the butter milk which was left in the butter, them the butter was worked
with a small ladle made on purpose for the work, and called the butter ladle.

Thus the butter was worked and salted and made into rolls containing 2 or 3
pounds, and dotted off in warious patterns and then was ready to be taken to the
village pgrocery store to be traded for the family groceries.

Soon came the barrﬁl churn, a sort of barrel with a tight cover, and set on a
standard and turned with a handle or crank, or, if one was financially able to fure
nish it, a tread power run by a gheep or a dog could be used tc turn the churn, as
there was no electricity on the farm for power.

Most of the milk was produced in the summer as the cows were pastured in the
slashings and it Yook all the feed to keep them through the winter, and the feed

was mostly hay, as there was nothing known as silage or concentrates at that time.
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