Hopkins Area Fire Board

Minutes of the January 7, 2015   Third Quarter 2014/15 Meeting 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Evans at the Hopkins Public Safety Building.
Roll Call
Present were:  Mark Evans,  Earl Collier, Pam Brown,  Sue Jones,  Sue Sebright, Ben Brenner and. Chief  Tim McKinnon.
Absent: Mary Howard and Nevin Cooper-Keel

Others present: none
Agenda -  Motion by Brenner and supported by Brown to approve the agenda as presented. All ayes.

Minutes – Minutes of the October 14, 2014 meeting were read. Correction – Bridge repair is on 116th Ave. (M-222) not 112th Ave. Motion by Brown and supported by Jones to approve as corrected. All ayes. 
Financial – Capital asset acquisition fund balance is $15,434.88. Checking account balance is $36,734.74. Building fund balance is $5,343.00. Total funds on hand are $57,512.62.  Motion by Jones and seconded by Collier to accept and approve the financial statement. All ayes.
Chief’s Report – see attached. 

Old Business:
Fee Schedule – Chief McKinnon received a copy of the FEMA schedule of fees. The Chief and Mark Evans will put it into a format that the department can us as needed by the next meeting.
New Business: 
Assistant Chief– Tom Iciek has resigned as assistant chief. Chief McKinnon has recommended that we appoint Bob Kerber for the job. Motion by Collier and supported by Brenner to appoint Bob Kerber as Hopkins Fire Department Assistant Fire Chief. All ayes.
Jijak Property – This land (former Mel Trotter camp on 20th St.) is now in trust, so the tribe should contract with the township for fire and ambulance coverage. They do not have to contract with Hopkins Township for these services. Allegan county fire departments have mutual aid agreements with each other to assist if requested.
2015-16 Budget – The board reviewed the budget worksheet as presented by Chief McKinnon. The department officers have requested an increase in wages for fire suppression (A1) from $12.50 to $15 an hour. Also, (A2) training wages will be affected by the minimum wage increase since our last budget. Chief McKinnon also expects that there will be more training hours than last year. There will be a special budget meeting on Thursday January 22 at 7:30 p.m. to finalize the budget.
Other Business: None

NEXT REGULAR MEETING – Wednesday April 8, 2015 at 7:30 at the Hopkins Fire Station

Tentative meeting dates for 2015 are:


July 22, October 7, 2015 and January 6, 2016

Adjourn – Motion by Evans and supported by Jones to adjourn All ayes. Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 

